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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2007 - COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS
 NYC TOUR & 10th YEAR GALA SPECIAL EDITION

As Endeavor Turkey is getting ready to celebrate its first year anniversary this December, Endeavor 
Global has completed its 10 year with 10 countries in operation!  It is time to celebrate the only 
non-profit that supports high-impact entrepreneurship in emerging countries!

10th Year Anniversary Gala: On 8 November 2007, Endeavor hosted its 10 Year Anniversary Gala in 
NYC.  The event was a complete success, raising a record-breaking $2.6 million!  Over 550 guests 
attended, including speakers: Thomas H. Lee (Founder, T.H.Lee), Steve Schwarzman (Co-founder&CEO, 
Blackstone Group), Terry Semel (Founder, Yahoo) and Niklas Zennström (Founder, Skype).  Linda 
Rottenberg, Endeavor Co-founder & CEO, gave an inspiring speech describing Endeavor’s future plans 
and depicted Bulent Celebi (2006 Endeavor Turkey Entrepreneur) as a perfect role model for the region. 
Chairman of the Board Edgar Bronfman, Jr. candidly shared his vision for Endeavor and praised Semih 
Yuzen (2006 Endeavor Turkey Entrepreneur) for his contribution to the economy.

Representation of Endeavor Turkey was very impressive. Board Members 
Fadi Nahas and Özcan Tahincioğlu, 2007 Entrepreneurs Basar Akpınar & 
Bahadır Kuru (PIWorks), Emre & Bulent Mermer (Dukkan), Fatih & Firat 
Isbecer (Pozitron), Melih Odemis & Nevzat Aydin (Yemeksepeti), 2006
Entrepreneurs Bulent Celebi (AirTies), Semih Yuzen (Petfor), Venture 
Corps Members Shwan Taha (Founding Member), Ipek Cem, Ahmet Yalcin 
(Volunteers),Team Members Didem Altop (MD), Alev Bayraktaroglu (CPE) 
and Kutlu Kazanci (ES) were among Gala guests.

Poster of Semih Yuzen (Petfor), depicting his photo and his quote, 
elegantly decorated the Gala Venue (left)

Y.Mermer, D.Altop, E.Bronfman Jr,I.Cem,S.Taha,E. & B.Mermer E.Mermer,M.Ödemiş,K.Kazancı,
F İşbecer, N.Aydın,B Çelebi 
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S.Taha, M:Odemis, F.Nahas            Linda Rottenberg ve Skype Aylin & Özcan Tahincioğlu
           Founder Niklas Zennström

2007 New York City Entrepreneur Immersion Tour: From 
November 7 – 9, Endeavor hosted an Entrepreneur 
Immersion Tour in New York City. Approximately 40 
Endeavor Entrepreneurs attended to hear speakers such as 

�x Barry Diller (Chairman & CEO, IAC, Chairman, 
Expedia, Inc.), 

�x Niklas Zennström (Founder, Skype, Joost, Kazaa & 
Atomico), 

�x Brian Swette (Chairman, Buger King, Former COO, 
eBay, and Endeavor Global Board Member), 

�x Janet Robinson (CEO, New York Times Company)
�x Scott Meyer (President&CEO About.com)
�x Micheal Cline ( Founder, Accretive Technology 

Partners) N.Aydın,K.Kazancı,F & F Isbecer,M.Odemis

�x Jo Sigelman (Co-founder, Office Tiger) and more.  
The speakers were candid and personal, presenting relevant experience and advice on topics as wide-
ranging as management, marketing, economics, strategy, technology and funding.  The tour also included 
a trip to NASDAQ and a private dinner at the home of Global Advisory Board Member Matt Brown. 
Endeavor Turkey Chairman of the Board Mehmet Ali Babaoglu joined the group at Matt's dinner party.

2006 Endeavor Entrepreneur Semih Yuzen (Petfor) and 
2007 Entrepreneurs Basar Akpınar & Bahadır Kuru 
(PIWorks), Emre & Bulent Mermer (Dukkan), Fatih & Firat 
Isbecer (Pozitron), Melih Odemis & Nevzat Aydin 
(Yemeksepeti) were thrilled to network and receive valuable 
advice from other Endeavor entrepreneurs, participating 
Global Advisory Board members and VentureCorp, and the 
amazing line up of speakers.

Participating Endeavor Entrepreneurs as a group at NASDAQ

         
M.Odemis,B.Akpınar,
B.Kuru (left)

Barry Diller, IAC CEO
(right)
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MIT GLAB Global Entrepreneurship Lab (GLAB) : MIT GLAB Global Entrepreneurship Lab (GLAB) is a 
case-based course offered at MIT Sloan School of Management. This year, over 170 second-year 
business school students took the class, focusing on the challenges and opportunities of entrepreneurship 
in emerging markets. Teams of four MBA students were matched with Endeavor Turkey Entrepreneur 
Companies PIWorks and Pozitron to work on specific projects identified by the entrepreneurs themselves. 
From September to December, the teams conducted preliminary research and analysis. In January, when 
MIT is not in session, the teams will travel to the PIWorks and Pozitron offices in Turkey and work full-
time, on-site for at least three weeks.  At the end of their internship, the students formally present their 
conclusions and recommendations.  

On November 5th, as a part of New York Entrepreneur Immersion Tour, Bahadır Kuru and Basar Akpinar 
from PIWorks and Fatih & Fırat Isbecer from Pozitron and Nevzat Aydın from Yemeksepeti visited MIT to 
share their stories, explained their challenges, described the overall obstacles to entrepreneurship in their 
country, and portray the personal benefits of taking risks and being a High-Impact Entrepreneur.  The 
class then asked them and their interns questions.

F.Isbecer, B. Akpınar, N.Aydın MIT GLAB students

Endeavor Turkey Presentation to ATS in New York: 
New York based ATS (American-Turkish Society) and 
TPF (Turkish Philantropic Fund) jointly organized an 
event to promote civil efforts in Turkey. Endeavor 
Turkey Managing Director Didem Altop made a 
presentation about the activities of Endeavor Turkey 
and answered the questions from the audience. Turkey 
office team members (Alev Bayraktaroglu,Kutlu 
Kazanci), Global office team members (Allen Taylor, 
Elmira Bayrasli, David Aurbach) and Endeavor Turkey 
volunteer Ahmet Yalcin also participated in the event.

S.Ucak,S.Atasen,M&K Kazanci,A.Bayraktaroglu,A.Yalcin,D.Akalın,D.Altop

2007 Israel Entrepreneur Immersion Tour: Approximately 25 Endeavor Entrepreneurs, Staff and 
VentureCorps members, including �%�D�ú�D�U�� �$�N�S�Õ�Q�D�U��from PIWorks and Metin Azeri (Endeavor Turkey 
Search & Selection Coordinator) participated into Entrepreneur Immersion Tour to Israel which took 
place during 3 - 5 September. Their schedule was jam-packed with exciting and inspiring speakers, such 
as: 

�x Gil Shwed, Founder, Chairman & CEO of Check Point Software (www.checkpoint.com)
�x Benny Hanigal, Founder of Lannet and Alvarion and Partner with Sequoia Capital Israel

(http://www.sequoiacap.com/israel/),.
�x Presentation by Zvika Gilad, R&D Director of GIVEN Imaging (www.givenimaging.com)
�x Shai Cohen, Co-Founder, Mellanox Technologies (www.mellanox.com) 
�x Eran Gabbai of NEOWater, a leader in water-based nano-technology (www.docoop.com)
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�x Avi Schechter, a mobile VOIP pioneer and co-
founder of Fring (www.fring.com)

�x Anat Siegel, co-founder of Xenia, an innovative 
technology incubator (www.xeniaventures.com) 

�x Aharon Aharon, CEO of Camero Tech, 
(www.camero-tech.com).

The Israel Tour also included visits to the following 
institutions: Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Weitzman 
Institute of Science in Rehovot, and Intel Manufacturing 
Fab in Kyriat Gat (Negev Desert) where Intel has 
invested over $4 billion in two co-located facilities at the 
cutting-edge of chip design and manufacturing. 

So many NEW things are happening in Endeavor Turkey!!!

New Search and Selection Cycle: 2008 Search and Selection Cycle is up and running since last 
September. We are continuing to collaborate with Referans Newspaper on the Hızlı Balık Project to reach 
more entrepreneurs throughout the country. 

Pilot City Roadshow:  We are very excited to start another collaboration with Akbank. It will allow us to 
promote Endeavor and to increase the number of referrals for the new S&S cycle. Izmir, Kayseri and 
Gaziantep are selected as he pilot cities for the project.

We kindly urge our members, volunteers and entrepreneurs to direct their referrals to the 
Endeavor Turkey team!

New Team Members: We are very happy to announce the addition of three new members to our 
Endeavor Turkey team including:

�x Mr. Cenan Civi who will be leading our search & selection process – Search & Selection Manager
�x Ms. Asli Kurul who will provide support to both search & selection and entrepreneur services -  

Entrepreneur Search & Services Associate
�x Ms. Alev Guvenc who will be leading stakeholder relations for new program and services 

development – Program Development Manager 

Two members of our 2007 team will be departing to pursue other career opportunities including:

�x Metin Azeri, Search & Selection Coordinator 
�x Zehra Gokcimen, PR & Office Assistant 

New Member Recruiting:  We are expanding our network to increase our capacity to support 
the entrepreneurs better. We are still continuing to visit potential members to present the 
Endeavor model and to share the latest activities of Endeavor Turkey. We look forward to 
introduce our new members to you in an event in January 2008.

New Office: We are starting the new year in a new office! We are moving the office to Kortel 
Korusu, Bebek in January 2008. We would like to take this opportunity to thank our gracious and 
generous host Burhan Karacam once more. He has always been a great support for Endeavor 
Turkey. The team will miss him and his assistant Aysegul Soylu very much!

New Website: We are very excited to announce that our new website www.endeavor.org.tr is up 
and running. However we are still fine tuning the content. Please remember that this is the first 
phase of our portal. Our aim is to become the number one entrepreneurship portal in the country!  
Please send comments, ideas and recommendations by email to melisaf@endeavor.org.tr. 
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Board Meeting: Endeavor Turkey's third Board Meeting took place on October 24th with participation of 
Selin Bayar, Vuslat Dogan Sabancı, Ali Koç, Murat Özyeğin, Ozcan Tahincioğlu and the management 
team. Endeavor Turkey's status and action plans were reviewed.

Turkish Angel Investor Network Meeting: On October 23rd, Management Team and Members Alvi 
Mazon and Metin Bonfil had a brainstorming session to determine what Endeavor should/can do to 
promote the concept of “Angel Investing” in Turkey. The discussion points were:

�x Focus on the “academics” of promoting best practices for Angel Investor and entrepreneurs?
�x Play a leadership role in catalyzing a movement to encourage the formation of an Angel Investing 

group/network?
�x Assume a facilitator role in developing a “match-making” platform?

Since there many more Angel Investment issues to address, discussions will continue more formally 
during first quarter of 2008! 

Endeavor Entrepreneurs Happy Hour: Team and Endeavor Entrepreneurs had a happy hour on 
November 22nd. In addition to introduction of the new team members, interactive discussions followed 
regarding entrepreneurial services - what is working well and what we can do better.

Networking & Public Education & Stakeholder Relations

Endeavor Turkey was represented and presented by team members in the following third party events:

26-27 November, �,�V�W�D�Q�E�X�O���6�D�Q�D�\�L���2�G�D�V�Õ�������6�D�Q�D�\�L���.�R�Q�J�U�H�V�L���6�•�U�G�•�U�H�E�L�O�L�U���5�H�N�D�E�H�W���*�•�F�•�� �(�Q�G�•�V�W�U�L�\�H�O��
�7�H�N�Q�R�O�R�M�L���Y�H���ø�Q�R�Y�D�V�\�R�Q (Sustainable Competition Power, Industrial Technology and Innovation) :
Soumitra Dutta the Profesor from Insead University pointed out that it is important to create a unique 
cultural competitive advantage for creating leading edge innovative economies.

Dr.Gregg Benett, the General Manager of 3M, made remarkable comments in his speech which made the 
listener ponder on some ıssues such as: ‘knowledge is commodity’ , ‘innovate or die’, ‘Harness the 
creativity then turn into a business activity’  He also stated that ‘innovation is the specific instrument of 
entrepreneurship'.

17 November, IsTcell Leadership Conference: The theme of the conference was that leaders should 
encourage entrepreneurs. Sir Richard Bronson (Virgin Group) was one of the speakers and the audience 
included  many well known business leaders of the local community.

2 November, Entrepreneur Investor Summit: Organized by METU, TGV, IRCAnatolia and Metutech-
Ban, It was a gateway for Entrepereneurs and Investors. Some pre-selected entrepreneurs met with the 
potential foreign/local investors prior to the forum.

There were interesting groups/people who represented  the ‘Angel Networks’ and ‘Angel Investing’ such 
as Antony Clarke the Managing Director of GLE Growth Capital from the UK Angel Market, Claire Munck,
the General Manager of European Business Angel Network who is in charge of the BA and BAN market in 
Europe.

TEB KOBI TV:  The tv channel that airs over the internet, targeting the SMEs hosted Endeavor 
Emtrepreneur Bahadır Kuru (PIWorks) and Kutlu Kazancı (Entrepreneur Services Mgr) in a program called
“How Do I Grow My Business?”  They gave advice to other entrepreneurs on growth strategies 
emphasizing on partnership opportunities with international companies. 

Power walk for High-Impact Entrepreneurship:  Three members of Endeavor Turkey team, Alev 
Bayraktaroglu (Communications & Public Education), Melisa Fakabasmaz (Finance & Operations) and 
Kutlu Kazancı (Entrepreneurial Services) participated in the 29th Intercontinental Eurasia Marathon
which is the only marathon to run between two continents – Europe and Asia.
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2007 Endeavor Entrepreneur Emre Mermer (Dukkan) opened Turkey’s first steakhouse, two floors 
down from his butcher shop.  It has quickly become a very popular place in Istanbul including 2 important 
luncheon visits organized by Endeavor by UN Envoy for Galapagos, Ms. Bo Derek.

2007 Endeavor Entrepreneur Fatih Isbecer (Pozitron) launched his first mobile banking solution with 
Isbank, Turkey’s biggest bank. http://isbank.com.tr/interaktif/i-interaktif-iscep.html

Endeavor in Media

�x Milliyet IK, 23.09.2007: Milliyet IK 1st anniversary messages
�x Milliyet IK,14.10.2007: Women in business world
�x BT Haber, 05.11.2007:  Endeavor supports PIWorks’ for its international expansion.
�x BT Haber, 05.11.2007: Pozitron targets South America and Australia 
�x Turkish Daily News, 08.11.2007: Turks To Showcase Civic Sipirit in US
�x Milliyet IK, 11.11.2007: New S&S Cycle
�x Referans, 17.11.2007:  Angel Investing
�x Vatan, 25.11.2007: E Entrepreneurs in MIT G-Lab 
�x Ekonomist, 25.11.2007: New S&S Cycle

International Events

Latin America Selection Panel: It was held in Cartegena, Colombia during October 7 thru 9. Our Board 
Member Fadi Nahas participated as panelist while our Search & Selection Manager Cenan Civi 
participated as observer.

South Africa Selection Panel: It was held in Cape Town, South Africa during November 27 thrı 29. Our 
Board Member Ozcan Tahincioglu participated as panelist.

Upcoming Events

Endeavor Turkey 1st year anniversary: Wednesday, 9 January 2008 6 pm - 8 pm. We are organizing
a first-year anniversary get-together. We will first host an entrepreneur - board meeting from 4-6pm
followed by a networking cocktail to introduce our new Advisory Board Members to existing members, 
entrepreneurs and briefly share the last year's performance with you. Details will be sent at a later date. 
Please save the date!!!!!!!!

Winter Jury: Tuesday,19 February 2008

Rain Maker: Wednesday, 27 February 2008

Latin America Selection Panel: Mexico. March 2008
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